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Re! IBEW COPE

I
|
Ms. Colleen E. Manning
Amendad Year End Report (12/014/01-12/31/01]

Cear Ma. Manning:

| represent the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Committee an Political Education

["BEW COPE'). | am writing in responge to vour recent undabed letber stating that IBEW TOPE's amended
year-end report "disclosed a category of inancial activity that has been reflected on the wnong line."

As | understand it, your contention is that the payment from IBEW COPE te AFL-CIO COFE P2 should he
ligted an line 22 ag a transfer betwean afflliated political committees, rather than an line 23 a3s a

contribution ta ancther political committes.

| must respectfully disagres that |IBEW SOPE and AFL-CIS COPE PCC are afflliated committees. As vou know,
the Commiesion's Campaign Suide for Corporationg and Labor Organizations etates, "If a unian belongs to

a national or internstional federation af labor organizations, the S5F of the member unian i2 not

autematically aflliated with the S5F of the federation and the S5F's of the other member unions.” While

tan) commithess established, financed, maintained ar centralled by the same organization ceuld be desmed
affiliated, |IBEWY COPE and AFL-CIO COPE P2C operate independertly and are not established, financed,

maintained or controlled by the same omganization.

At vour suggestion, | have carefully reviewed the General Counzel's Report in MUR 1805, In that MUR the
Seneral

ounsel rejecked the argument that the facts alleged in the complaint showed that IBEW COPE and AFL-CIO
COPE POC were affiliated. | wolld e happy to review any other authority, but it does appear that the
Commission has not henetofiore held that the palitical cemmittee of the AFL-CIC is affiliated with the

political committees of AFL-ZIO member uniong. Accordingly, |IBEW COPE will nct be filing a second amended

vear-end report.
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